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in different ways so often that you wonder what It
is for." Especially is this view of punishment for
sin present in many a home, where religion is chiefly
of use to " frighten " the children into being good.
Any true knowledge of God with which the later life
of the individual may be blessed is not because of
such teaching in early years but in spite of it. It is
useless for us to apply to our consciences the comfort-
ing soporific, daintily concealed under the altogether
false form : "When the children grow up they will
forget the cruder parts of the stories and the moral
lessons will remain." The case is much more truly
stated in the words of the headmistress of a large
slum mixed school: "Although the details of the
stories may not all vividly remain, these elements
in the child's conception of God do, and when later
in life they have to withstand attacks upon their
faith these weak points prove the most vulnerable
and they break down." Clergy, teachers and Church
workers who are in close touch with their flocks
know only too well that these things are so. They
will never be known by those who do not get beneath
the surface : who are only approached by those under
the restraint of coming to one in authority over them
rather than to a brother or sister : a sinner for whom
Christ died equally as for themselves. Experience
has shewn that even some of those who have been
teaching in various fields for many years never really
get to know what is in the minds of those whom they
teach.

We can be thankful that in this our generation
educational science is insisting more and more
vehemently upon the vital importance of studying